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VUliam L. Ib r ren , Gcnvtsel 
Steering Coonlttee 
Cohen, a iap i ro / Polisher/ ^eiki ian & Oohen ^ 
112 bbssau S t ree t - P.O. Box 645 
Princeton/ New Jersey 08542 

Re: Scient i f ic Chemical Processing (SCP) S i te 
teterson Plank Road/ C&rlstadt/ New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Vferren: 

I am writ ing to express our concern about the progress of the Remedial 
Invest igation and Feas ib i l i t y Study (RI/FS) work which i s presently 
underway for the SCP Qir l s tad t s i t e . 

As you a re avare/ these s tudies were i n i t i a t e d pursuant to the terms of a 
Consent Order which t h i s Agency and 108 po ten t i a l ly responsible pa r t i e s 
(PRPs) for t h i s s i t e executed in Septentoer 1985. That Oc6er required 
that the RI s tudies be conpleted and tha t a draf t RI Report t>e submitted 
to EPA by Noverrber 1987. These s tud ies have not yet been conpleted nor 
i s i t l ike ly that the RI Report wi l l be submitted t o EPA before April 
1988 a t the e a r l i e s t . 

He recognize tha t some delay has been caused by the need for special s i t e 
stixiies/ e . g . / the clay lens sanpling/ which became apparent only a f t e r 
SOTie RI work had been done. We a l s o apprecia te the fact t t e t some aspects 
of the RI work were delayed by the problems encomtered in the ana lys is 
of s i t e s o i l savples . 

There a re / however/ a nuit>er of neasures which can and/ in our view/ must 
be undertaken in the very near future in order t o expedite conpletion of 
the RI work and eoBie of the other a c t i v i t i e s required by the Order. 
These a re a s follows: 

1. The eight (8) o f f s i t e wells which were i n i t i a l l y discussed 
with you on Novesber 5th and Novenber 12th/ 1987/ and 
which were discussed with your consul tants on a number of 
occasions since then/ must be i n s t a l l e d a s soon a s poss ib le . 
The data frcmi these wells i s e s s ^ i t i a l for a proper s i t e 
assessment a s required in the RI Report. ( I t i s our under­
standing tha t / although your technical s ta f f agrees with 
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the need for these wells / they a re s t i l l awaiting aE^rcwal 
and fvmding from the Steering Conndttee to f a c i l i t a t e 
t h e i r i n s t a l l a t i on ); 

2 . The screening of cat ions for the remediation of onsi te 
contamination should begin inanediately and should not 
a \ e i t the c<»ipletion of the RI Report. ( I t i s our vnder-
standing/ based upon our discussions with you and your 
consul tant(s) a t and a f t e r the Tschnical OoaBdttee meeting 
on January 7/ 1988/ tha t t h i s work has already connox^d; 
a s per the agreement a t tha t aeet ing/ we expect tha t t h i s 
screening wi l l be conpleted and tha t a Report suBimrizing 
the r e s u l t s w i l l be Sit>mLtted to EPA by March 31/ 1988); 

3 . The draf t RI Report for the s i t e should be stismitted t o 
the Region before April 30/ 1988/ a s %es proposed in 
the revised schedule which your consultant si±>mitted t o 
EPA e a r l i e r t h i s year; and 

4. A Feas ib i l i ty Study focusing on remediation of ons i te 
contaodnation should s t a r t a s soon a s your consviltants 
receive the r e s u l t s of the s i t e s o i l ana lyses . ( Your 
consultants indicated tha t t h i s A t a would be received by 
the th i rd week in February 1988; we/ therefore/ expect 
tha t the ons i te Feas ib i l i ty Study wi l l be conpleted within 
twelve (12) weeks a f t e r rece ip t of t h i s data/ which schedule 
i s in accord with the time frame for the Feas ib i l i ty StixJy 
work a s proposed in both the S i te Operations Plan and the 
revised schedule which your consultant sitomitted to EPA 
e a r l i e r t h i s year ) . 

I t i s requested t t e t you/ a s Oomsel to the Steering Oomndttee/ bring to 
the i r a t t en t ion the fact that the work required by the Order has fal len 
behind schedule and tha t the Region i s looking forward to having a l l of 
the retraining work preceded without delay. We wi l l provide as nuch 
ass is tance a s our own resources allow in order to acheive t h i s d^ject ive . 

Please be advised tha t the & t e s referred to above r e f l e c t the Region's 
expectations with regard to t h i s n a t t e r . They a r e ne i ther intended to be 
nor a r e they a modification of any of the terms/ previsions/ deadlines 
or any other clauses contained in the C^der. 

If you would l ike to discuss t h i s ratter in any further d e t a i l / 
please contact..me a t (212) 264-9897 a t your e a r l i e s t convenience. 

Sincerely/ 

James P. Rooney 
Office of Regional Counsel 
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